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Camp of the 37th
Reg. Ind. Vol
Near Murfreesboro
Tennessee

January 24th 1863

My dear friends friends and parrents I take this
opertunity to rite you a few lines in answer to your notice
(?) January the 1lst 1863 I am glad to hear that you all are
well at present and enjoying good health which this leaves
me enjoying the same We're hoping that this will find you
the same We are in camp near Murfreesboro Ten but my dear
parents we had a hard time to get this place there was
many a brave soldier that marched in the field with a brave
heart to do his country service that now is lying under the
sod slumbering in the silent grave far from their 1loved
friends and homes they are resting secure from the toils
of this world and the roring sounds of canon and the deathly
bombs bursting around them My dear friends we buried
fifteen of our brave boys in one wide deep grave secure from
the sorrow of the earth the 37th Reg. Ind. Vol lost killed
and wounded and missin t.46 (?) our Colonel was wounded in
the first days fight the lieut Colonel is now in command of
the regiment I wrote you all a letter a few days ago and I
gave you the particulars of the fight All I can say it was
a horrible battle our loss is estimated to ten thousand
and thirty one the rebels loss is estimated to be twenty
one thousand that is taking fellows out of this world at a
horrible rate. I think I saw near one thousand of the dead
in a place only to be through a certain
field. After the last day's fight and 1 saw the dead rebels
lying in sum places that thick that steping on the ground
poor fellows some torn all to pieces with our bumshells and
saw their heads off and som their legs off an 4 som their
arms this was a miserable sight of burning {?)

Well my dear friends I caint rite much more this time you
must excuse my letter this time most thid timr
only remaining your affectionate friend until death parts us
this is to all of the family father Mary and Sisitter

(?)
My friends farewell

Joshua Alfred
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Camp of the 37th
Regiment Ind. Vol.
Murfreesboro, Tennessee
January the 9th 1863

Murfreesboro, Tennessee Millers Brigade Neglays Division

My Dear friends I ‘take this opertunity to rite you a
few lines to let you know that I am well at present and
hoping these few lines may find you enjoying the same.

We are now in camp in Murfreesboro what there is left
of us there is one hundred and fortysix missen killed and
wounded in the fight at this place this was one of the
bloodiest battles of the war it was nothing but a clear
slaughter of men and horses

the first days fight we lost in our company one killed
and eight wounded and two taken prisoners

the second days fight we lost one wounded and the
Captain the Colonel was wounded in the first days fight our
regiment stood the fire of 8 or 9 thousand they surrounded
us on three sides and cross fired on us which slaughtered
our men tremendously the shels and round shots and grape
and canister flew like hail around us I was not hurt only
me cloths in several places by musket balls from the rebels
our regiment was in the fir over an hour where the shells
and balls was that thick that we could almost see them in
the air it was more like a thunderstorm than anything
else only the balls when they struck they hurt more than
hail would the air was filled with shells bursting cannon
balls roaring in the air and cutting off hole tops of trees
I tell you my dear friends it looked almsot impossible for a
man to get out alive I think I ccould stand in one place
after the battle was over and count over one hundred dead
rebels on the field besides the wounded besides the wounded
that they took off of the field themselves we buried their
dead it looks hard to see thirty or forty thron in one
hole and covered up like __ing bruils I saw over one
hundred in one pile of our men all belonging to the 24th
regulars our loss 1s some where near ten thousand kiled
and wounded the rebels own themselves to over 27 thousand
killed and wounded they lost two Major Generals [Sill and
Hanson] I will rite more in my next letter So no more at



present but still remembering (?) your friend until death
parkts us
Josha Alfred
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Murfreesboro Tennessee

Camp Thomas, May 23rd 1863

My dear friends I take this opertunity to inform you
that I am well and enjoying good health and hoping that
these few lines may find you all enjoying the same blessing.

I received your letter dated May 17th and was glad to
hear from you and glad to hear that you was all well. We are
still guards of Murfreesboro but I cant tell
how long we will stay here the whole army is under
marching orders and the most of the troops are gone to the
front som 25 and 30 miles and are skirmishing with the enemy
they sent yesterday 190 prisoners that they took from Bragg
army the report is that the rebels are leaving Tullahoma
for Jackson mississippi for to attact Gen Grant but if that
be the case Rosey will give them their hands full before
they get there
and for this place all the Southern army couldn't whip
Rosecrans army from here when these fortifications are
finished they are the most strongest in the United States
it would astonish any person that never the
like to just see these fortifycations here and the heavy
guns that we have on them. the 8 inch Short range howester
weighing from 2575 to 8,500 and the rifle long range 7 mile
guns 6 inch lled shot and shell weing [weighing?] from
5.5.75 to 7.5.5v the forts are well supplied with these
guns.

we have a gun here at Rosecrans headquarters that
shoots one 1 at times [?] a minute works with a wheel and
crank 2 inch barrel carrying about 1 once ball

I would like to see the rebels attack this place,

My dear friends I hope this war wil be over and the -
country once more at peace things mighty high here
potatoes is 10 cents a pound or 6 dollars a bushel butter
60 cents Eggs 50 and 60 cents a dozen appels 18 and 20
Dollars a barrel

I must come to a close with my letter No more

at Present But still]l remaining your affectionate Friend
until Death Parts us

Corporal , Joshua, Alfred; Co I 3I7th Ent. vel.
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Camp Sill Near Murfreesboro
Tennessee April 8th 1863

97 Regiment Indiana Volunteers
Millers Brigade Negley's Division
Major General Thomas Corp of the Army of the Cumberland

Major General Rosecrans Commanding the United States forces
in Tennessee

My dear friends I take this opertunity to inform you that I
am well at present and hoping that these few lines may find
you enjoying the same blessing We are stiil in camp near
Murfreesboro we expect to stay here all summer the 68th is
now here in camp I seen Simon yesterday he is well and
in good health all is quiet here at present the rumor
[?2] is here that Charlestown South Carolina is taken by our
troops I wish it was so ifit be true I think this
rebellion is near to a close
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